
|     0 

Scopus: search tips to make 

your research more effective 

Presenter: Gillian Griffiths,  

Senior Product Manager 

Moderator: Chris James,  

Product Marketing Manager 
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We suggest viewing the presentation in full screen 
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What you should do if you have questions 

You are welcome to submit questions by using the “Ask a 

Question” feature on your screen. At the end of the presentation, 

the moderator will choose a few questions to answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the questions we do not get to answer today, we will look at all 

of them and respond via email in the next few weeks. 
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Thank you for joining our monthly Scopus webinar series 

Each month, a Scopus team member hosts a webinar with the aim to 

improve your Scopus experience and to answer questions about that 

month’s topic.  

 

Upcoming  Scopus webinars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for the series at blog.scopus.com/webinars 

Today, we’ll be live Tweeting using the #scopusfocus 
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Aims and Scope of this webinar 

• Help you understand search on Scopus and how 

you can use it to support your research activities 

 

• Explain the basic need-to-know ground rules of 

Scopus search from the search forms 

 

• Show you how to get away from the search box and 

use other routes to explore the rich data in Scopus 

and get to what you need 

 

• At the end of the session you should know how to 

find the information you need quickly and simply  
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Agenda of today’s webinar 

• Introductions 

 

• What is search on Scopus?  

 

• Helping Scopus understand you  

 

• Results page: Heart of Scopus 

 

• Search is not just a box: strategies for discovery 

• Get more from Scopus: personalise 

• Resources 

 

• Questions 
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What is Search on Scopus?  
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What is Search?  

Search is an interactive process 

 

• Human being with a question or aim 

 

• Information locked in content 

 

• Tools and methods to connect the two 
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What are you trying to do?  

I need to 

keep up to 

date on a 

research area 

I am 

applying for 

funding 

I am looking 

for an 

unexplored 

research 

area 

I am writing a 

paper and  

collecting 

references 

 

I am 

searching 

for an expert 

person or 

institution in 

my field 
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What is Scopus? 

Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database of peer-

reviewed literature, and features smart tools that allow you to 

track, analyze and visualize scholarly research. 
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Scopus includes content from >5,000 publishers and 

more than 105 different countries 

 

21,912 peer-reviewed 

journals 

361 trade journals 

 

 

 

 

Full metadata, abstracts and 

cited references (ref’s post-

1995 only) 

Physical  

Sciences 

7,498 

Health  

Sciences 

6,843 

Social 

Sciences 

8,193 

Life 

Sciences 

4,509 

 

90K conference events 

7.3M conference papers 

 

 

 

 

 

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences 

 

531 book series 

30K Volumes / 1.2M items 

 

120,000 stand-alone books 

971K items 

 
 

Focus on Social Sciences and 

A&H 

61.0M records from 22K serials, 90K conferences and 120K books 

 

• Updated daily 

• “Articles in Press” from > 3,750 titles 

• 40 different languages covered 

• 3,715 active Gold Open Access journals indexed 

BOOKS CONFERENCES 

Source: November 2015 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content 

JOURNALS 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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Why use Scopus and not just Google it?  

• Scopus is designed specifically to support search and result 

handling for  scholarly literature 

 

• Scopus has only peer-reviewed literature from bona-fide sources 

 

• It has the broadest coverage of any database, and we know 

exactly what is in it 

 

• Consistency and transparency:  no mystery:  Every result can be 

explained by the search you did and what is in the content 

- Web search engines do clever things – like dropping some of 

your search terms – to avoid giving too few results.  They also 

personalise from your behaviour – you and I could get different 

results for the same search 
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Case in point: Zika virus (18 Feb 2016) 
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2 March 
8 March 

21 March 

23 March 
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Help Scopus to understand you 
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Choose a search field 
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Many more fields 

To restrict your search using a specific  field, like author name, just add 

a box with “add search field”  

You can add as many as you like and join with and/or or “and not” 

But you can also type OR or AND in the same box 
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Authors 

• Search history 

• Under form.  

 

• The other forms …. Explain but refer to tother presentation.s 

 



|     19 |     19 |     19 |     19 

Search history 
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What Scopus search does automatically 

• Accented characters: Dvořák or dvorak 

  

• Lemmatization:  attack, attacks; wide, wider 

 

• Equivalents: ω and omega; behaviour and behavior 

 

• Punctuation: is ignored – commas, hyphens, ? !  etc. 

 

• Stop words: Words like “the”, “it”, and “of” are excluded from 

search 

- A list can be found in Scopus help 

 

• Override with Exact phrase: { } will find only an exact match for a 

word, phrase or character (including stop words) 
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Phrases and separate words 

 

If you don’t specify anything between two words, Scopus joins them 

with  AND  so the words may not necessarily be together.  

 

 

For example: 

TITLE-ABS-KEY(conversion disorder)   could find a document with 

“disorders of vision” in the title and “image conversion ” in the keywords.  

 

To search for a phrase in Scopus, use “double quotes”.   

TITLE-ABS-KEY( “conversion disorder”) 

 

 This “loose” phrase search works just like the normal search 
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Don’t forget the “phrase markers” 
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Finding words close to one another  

 

Proximity operators find words near one another, for example in the 
same sentence or paragraph.  You specify how close with a number.  

This can help you find articles you might otherwise miss:  

 

 
Preceding (Pre/n)  means the first word must be no more than (n) words away 
from the second 

Within    (W/n)  means it doesn’t matter which word is first 
 

Example: 

zika Pre/2 virus   will find “zika or dengue virus” as well as “zika virus” 

zika W/2 virus could find  “virus infection with zika” or “virus like zika” or “virus, 
zika” 

 

These would be missed by just “zika virus”, but are more precise than zika 
AND virus 
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Proximity 
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Wildcards 

In any word or in a “loose phrase”, you can use 

wildcards 

They can be anywhere in the word, even at the 

beginning 

 

? Represents any single character  

  ?-immunoglobulin 

* Represents any number of characters, even zero 

o w*t can be “wart”, “whitest” or “wheelwright” 

– or just wt 

- But only within a word -  

o w*t will not find “word list” 

 



|     26 

Results page: heart of Scopus 
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Refine results 
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Check popout preview of author details 
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Which author? 

• Facets 

 

 

• Popout 

 

 

 

• Previews 
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Sorting options 
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Show or hide abstracts – all or singly 
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Select items of interest – or whole set or page 
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Options change as you use them – look in “More”  
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Search is not just a box: 

strategies for discovery 
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The citation chain 
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Following the citation chain – forwards in time 
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Following the citation chain – forwards 



|     39 |     39 |     39 |     39 

….and backwards 
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Following the citation chain - backwards 
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References may not all be in Scopus 
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Searching what we don’t have: “Secondary 

documents”  
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Results: “Secondary documents” 

 



|     44 |     44 |     44 |     44 

Following the citation chain – sideways! 
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Related documents 
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Get more from Scopus: 

personalise 
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Collecting from different searches 
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Saving list 
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Saved list 
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Setting an alert 
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Get more from Scopus – set up a personal account 
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Resources 
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Important Scopus resources to stay up to date: 

Site URL 

Scopus Info Site https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus 

Scopus Blog http://blog.scopus.com 

Scopus newsletter https://communications.elsevier.com/webAp

p/els_doubleOptInWA?do=0&srv=els_scop

us&sid=71&uif=0&uvis=3 

Twitter www.twitter.com/scopus 

Facebook www.facebook.com/elsevierscopus 

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-

an-eye-on-global-research 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/ScopusDotCom 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
http://blog.scopus.com/
https://communications.elsevier.com/webApp/els_doubleOptInWA?do=0&srv=els_scopus&sid=71&uif=0&uvis=3
https://communications.elsevier.com/webApp/els_doubleOptInWA?do=0&srv=els_scopus&sid=71&uif=0&uvis=3
https://communications.elsevier.com/webApp/els_doubleOptInWA?do=0&srv=els_scopus&sid=71&uif=0&uvis=3
http://www.twitter.com/scopus
http://www.facebook.com/elsevierscopus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.youtube.com/c/ScopusDotCom
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Share your Scopus stories with us! 

If you’re a Scopus user with an interesting “using 

Scopus” story to share, we are interested in talking to 

you.  

 

We may even want to highlight your story in a future 

webcast.  

 

Send your stories to scopus.1@elsevier.com or 

submit them on Twitter using the #scopusfocus. 

mailto:scopus.1@elsevier.com
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Upcoming Scopus Webinars 
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QUESTIONS? 

? 
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www.elsevier.com/scopus 

Thank you and please join us 

again next month. 

A recording of this webinar will soon be made 

available via BrightTALK. 


